
     A.5 APPENDIX C 

EXCLUSION OF MEMBERS DURING HEARINGS WHEN DECISION IS BEING 

DELIBERATED 

COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES - PART 2 – COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

36. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS 

36.1 Every Member of the Council shall be entitled to attend all meetings of Committees 

and Sub-Committees.  This does not include attendance at Portfolio Holder Working 

Parties.  A Member of the Council shall not take part in any discussion at a meeting of 

a Committee or Sub-Committee of which he is not a Member, unless specifically invited 

to do so by the Chairman of that meeting, or unless he is attending the meeting of the 

Committee under the provisions of Rule 12.6, and he shall in no case be entitled to 

vote.  The Member shall obtain the permission of the appropriate Chairman prior to the 

relevant meeting if he wishes to speak at that meeting.  Where a Member has, pursuant 

to notice duly given under Rule 12.6, moved a motion which has been referred to a 

Committee, he shall be given an opportunity of explaining that motion. 

 Where the public speaking scheme (Rule 40) applies to a particular application or 

matter before the Planning Committee, no Member shall be entitled to address or 

speak to the Planning Committee under this Rule.  This does not detract from any 

rights the Member has under the public speaking scheme. 

At such times as the Standards Committee (in respect of Hearings on 

standards/conduct related matters) or the Premises/Personal Licences Sub-

Committee (in respect of Hearings on licensing related matters) exclude the 

press and the public and retire to deliberate and reach their decision ‘in camera’ 

only the duly appointed members of the decision making body will be allowed 

to remain in the meeting. All other Councillors will be treated as members of the 

public and will be excluded from the meeting at that time. 


